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* a. The beginning of the decline

* After the death of Innocent Il in A.D. 1216, the papacy
began to decline in power and this decline became
quite conspicuous during the reign of Boniface Vi
(A.D. 1294-1303). He sought to restore the papacy to
the eminence it had enjoyed in the days of Gregory VI
and Innocent Il but he was decisively defeated in his
struggle with Edward | of England and Philip the Fair of
France. Philip’s emissaries even manhandled Gregory
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