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’ (The papacy soon after the reign of Gregory the Great began to
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caused the popes of Rome to seek an alliance with the Frankish
rulers in Gaul that they, the popes, might have support in their
claims to spiritual authority and to landed possessions in Italy. This
alliance was made and the Frankish rulers did, on several occasions,
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were threatened by their enemies. In return, the popein A.D. 800
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